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2023: ~480 mi2
• 60 Brown bears
• 3 Wolves

2023: ~720 mi2

• 34 Brown bears
• 5 Black Bears
• 2 Wolves
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2023 Total: 1,200 mi2

• 94 Brown bears
• 5 Black Bears
• 5 Wolves
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2024: ~530mi2
• 81 Brown bears
• 3 Wolves

2024 Early Removal Period
• 3,700 mi2
• 11 Wolves
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2024 Total:
• 81 Brown bears
• 14 Wolves
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2025: 530 mi2
• 11 Brown bears
• 1 Wolf

2025 Early Removal Period
• 3,700 mi2
• 1 Wolf

(6 additional detected)
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2025 Total Unique Predators

Lethal: 
• 11 Brown Bear
• 2 Wolves
______________________________________
Observed/Marked (State lands):
• 44 Brown Bear
• 1 Black Bear
• 2 Wolves 

Unmarked (Federal Lands): 
• 16 Brown Bears

Total Brown Bears: 71
Total Black Bears: 1

Total Wolves: 4
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Population and Harvest Objectives

2024 Results

Population: 30,000–80,000                           14,846 ± 630
Harvest: 2,400–8,000                                      N/A

Amount Necessary for Subsistence (ANS): 2,100–2,400
Customary & Traditional Use: Positive
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ANS: 2,100–2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400–8,000IM Finding
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ANS: 2,100–2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400–8,000

ANS has not been met since 2004

Harvest objective has not been met since 2003
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103 bears/1,000 mi2

Walsh et al 2010.
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15

Previous IM Objective:
100,000–150,000
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Population objective hasn’t been met since 2008
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Previous IM Objective:
100,000–150,000
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MCH Caribou Calf Cause of 
Mortality 2011–2025: Bears and 

Wolves
Bear and Wolf Predation

75% of predation 
due to bears and 
wolves
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MCH Caribou Calf Cause of Mortality 2011 – 2025: Bears and Wolves

Bear and Wolf Predation Other Predation Non Predation
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n=931

17

18



RC 3 Tab 1.1

10

2024 West-MCH

Bear+Wolf Other Predation Non-Predation

n=55
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Fall Calf-to-Cow Objective
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Highest recorded calf-to-cow ratios in WMCH (44:100, 54:100)
2024 greater than double long-term average (25:100)
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Fall Calf-to-Cow Objective
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Units 17, 18, & 19B Black Bear Mortality, RY99 - RY24

17 18 19B Dept Removal Unique Bears
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Miller, S.M. et. al 1997. Alaska Bear Density Monograph. Journal of Wildlife 
Management.133(33-55).

Fig 8. Probable brown bear density strata in Alaska based 
on subjective extrapolations from Alaska density estimates 
obtained during 1985-92.
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Miller, S.M. et. al 1997. Alaska Bear Density Monograph. Journal of Wildlife 
Management.133(33-55).

Fig 8. Probable brown bear density strata in Alaska based 
on subjective extrapolations from Alaska density estimates 
obtained during 1985-92.

We speculate that salmon 
availability is a primary 
reason for the higher 

densities of bears in the 
coastal habitats of south-
central and southeastern 

Alaska.
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Units 17, 18, & 19B Brown Bear Mortality, RY99 – RY24

17 18 19B Dept Removal Unique Bears
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Units 17, 18, & 19B Brown Bear Mortality, RY99 – RY24

17 18 19B Dept Removal Unique Bears

Average Bear Mortality Represents 5.4%  (Range 3–11%)
of estimated population range (2,200–3,900)
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Population and Harvest Objectives

2024 Results

Population: 30,000–80,000                           14,846 ± 630
Harvest: 2,400–8,000                                      N/A

Amount Necessary for Subsistence (ANS): 2,100–2,400
Customary & Traditional Use: Positive
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Sustainable Yield
5.7% (1997)

Sustainable Yield 
<15% (2020)

32

31

32



RC 3 Tab 1.1

17

33

Sustainable Yield 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield 
<15% (2020)

Sustainable Yield 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield 
<15% (2020)

Sustainable Yield:
4–10% (2016)
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Sustainable Yield 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield 
<15% (2020)

Sustainable Yield
4–10% (2016)

All bear mortality 
2023–2024 = 7%
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2025 Bear Marking Effort
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Mulchatna Caribou Herd
July 2025 Special Meeting 

Questions? 
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