Jason Chandler Kodiak Fleet Letter RC039

Alaska Board of Fisheries

Alaska Dept of Fish & Game

PO Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811

Submitted as a Record Copy for Statewide Finfish Board of Fish Meeting

March 17, 2026
Dear Chairwoman Carlson-Van Dort and Board of Fisheries Members,

We are members of the trawl catcher vessel fleet that operate out of Kodiak in the Central Gulf of Alaska Federal
pollock fishery, some of us also participate in the Prince William Sound State pollock fishery. We oppose proposals
11, 163, 164, and 165 and we are extremely frustrated that these proposals are being heard at a meeting during
the peak of our fishing season with no ability for us to provide oral public comment remotely.

The Alaska Healthy Habitat Alliance (AHHA) that submitted Proposals 163-165 consists of the following
organizations and associations: Alaska Marine Community Coalition, Alaska Longline Fisherman’s Association,
Homer Charter Association, Under Sixty Cod Harvesters, Bering Sea Fishermen’s Association, Native People’s
Action, and The Boat Company. Despite submitting these proposals under the AHHA name last year, they
conveniently waited until February 27, 2026, just weeks before this meeting, to publicly unveil their new Alliance and
membership. While these proposals seem well-intentioned at first glance, the fact is that none of these entities
have attempted to reach out, interact, or collaborate with us.

AHHA's stated mission is to “work towards greater trawl accountability in Alaska’s waters” but the reality is that our
trawl fisheries have more monitoring, data, and accountability than any other sector. In the Gulf of Alaska federal
pollock fishery, our monitoring requirements apply whether we are in state or federal waters.

* We voluntarily use EM on 100% of our federal pelagic pollock trips. Those of us who fish in PWS have
offered to turn on our EM systems when fishing there; we have nothing to hide but the state needs to figure
out who will review the data and how it will be paid for.

* State waters in the GOA and PWS are extremely rocky; we’re being very careful to avoid bottom contact
here because we do not want to risk damaging or losing our gear. GOA bottom habitat is very different from
the Bering Sea, which is very flat sand or mud.

* We’re all contributing our gear information and how we fish it to Alaska Pacific University to improve the
science on how pelagic trawl gear operates GOA-wide. This is a part of the NPFMC process, and NMFS
and ADF&G are overseeing it.

We are doing the work, but rather than looking in the mirror to improve their own fisheries, AHHA is submitting
these proposals as another shot across the bow of their fellow fishermen and coastal communities.

We respectfully request that the Board take no action on proposals 11, 163, 164, and 165. We are tired of
being attacked, especially at the peak of our fishing season. The GOA trawl fleet has chosen to stand down

from Pollock fishing for 3 days so that some of our members can attend the meeting to give testimony.

Sincerely,
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