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Introduction to the Arctic Region 

• Fish important 
throughout region, 
salmon more central 
to Norton Sound, 
Port Clarence and 
Kotzebue District 
communities

• Commercial fishing 
contributes to local 
subsistence 
economies 



3

Fishing gear and methods
Norton Sound and Port Clarence Districts

• 12 communities, 
population ~7,500

• Nome regional hub

• Salmon (chum, pink) 
primary food source

• Sockeye found in 
two Seward 
Peninsula River 
systems
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Fishing gear and methods
Kotzebue District

• 14 communities, 
population ~9,600

• Kotzebue regional hub

• Chum and pink salmon 
key food source

• Nonsalmon fish 
important for 
subsistence: sheefish, 
char species, 
whitefishes
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Fishing gear and methods
Arctic District

• 8 communities, 
population ~7,900

• Utqiaġvik (Barrow) 
regional hub

• Nonsalmon fish 
more important than 
salmon for 
subsistence

• Salmon present in 
small numbers
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Subsistence harvest composition by weight
Average per capita harvest (lb), 2011–2023

Salmon Nonsalmon fish Other wild resources

Norton Sound District Kotzebue District Arctic District

Source: ADF&G Division of Subsistence CSIS database
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Subsistence salmon harvests, 1995–2022

Source: ADF&G Alaska Salmon Fishery Database

King salmon
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Sheefish harvests in Kotzebue District

• High harvests in Kotzebue, Selawik, 
and villages along the Kobuk River

• Winter, summer and fall harvests

• Commonly harvested for subsistence 
using set gillnets, jigging, and rod and 
reel

• Limited participation in commercial 
opportunity
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Sheefish harvests by gear type
Average harvest by gear type
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Sheefish harvests by community and year
Kotzebue District, 1991-2014
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Conclusions
• Salmon and nonsalmon fish important 

for social, cultural, economic, and 
food security reasons across Arctic 
Region

• Overall contributions of salmon to 
subsistence economies varies, 
decreases as move north

• Nonsalmon fish especially important 
resource in Kotzebue District 
(sheefish, Dolly Varden) and Arctic 
District (whitefishes)

• Harvest information limited in some 
districts
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Questions? 
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