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Kuskokwim River salmon
management strategies

Sport and commercial fishery restrictions

Subsistence fishery- in times of conservation

* Front end closure
 Tributary gillnet closures

 Gear restrictions
* Mesh and length

» Selective gears (hook and line, beach seine and dipnet) with live
release
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Kuskokwim River management structure

Federal
Alaska Board of

Fisheries

Subsistence
Board

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVIC

Kuskokwim River Salmon Managemen
Working Group

“2J) \“7
=
T
W

7 ||

t2:i KUSKOKWIM RIVER

INTER-TRIBAL FISH COMMISSION

L
J)wlm}

«&(«lm»w
NN
dwm

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES



/ - /1: ,-';
e A o &
Norton Sound &/
\ : § P
(W) AN ¥ |
‘ % 4 S Medfra .
[=X=T31T] VA g ? ’ 2 JNikolai
Y y % 3 Talsotnao e, e :
Sea S 5 v 5o McGraEh;"’ \\ '
8 e ? § )
o ) & !
Upper ¢ SeCtIOI‘l 4 edl IR
Ani Chuathbaluk ol stonyRiver V.
. . _~ Sleetmut .
Nunapitchuk T Lower N <, P
Kalskag ),
» \ Ay .
l Lime ®- ) = /5 ¢
a2 Vilage :
Tununak /\lﬁlsogv& a N ik \ / 8 Y
slan & : Y, |
Me"j"y”,k, Toksook® ¢ LS [ Siwethiuk Holitna - >4
e qf*“ < Bay V“Nigghimute : Napasklak Oscarville ,,,,9’,"'{"39‘* —
Nunlvak s A DB — N '
Island ‘Kolavmaralé\ Che ¥
{ River \' S = ; —
o o \ ~  Popokamiut :“.‘J.Eék : f | -
o U Kspnuk W
& ﬁs,&’ Kongxgahek o,f;,’.,‘ ‘
KW|g|II|ngok \ {
Quinhagak;\a i Ly
" Jacksmith
Kuskokwim Bay .~ pson
Bay c» 3 ‘
Yo GoodnewsBay ‘ e
Platinume~ { 7 B
\\ 7 o " 4,;: i L
0 125 2 50 75 100 2 £ ? h
—=—=. A i Cape Newenham <>~ oIk

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES




Norton Sound &
LS § d
) N § )
N
» \‘\ : ¢
) ¥
: H &
vrainy ! 1 Takotr’iao . pr.
Sea /" McGrath
f 4 l\
/ { &
s N
)
o Crooked Creek " Red / @
Kalskag RV AN )
\ AN " Chuathbaluk °f * stonyRiver
.~ Sleetmutelf:
Lower b,
Kalskag i ) Y
» \ { Lime®
= SN Village
Tununak/,»rﬁlso(;ﬂ& o B%?:T'achﬁk. e \ /
. ‘
Mekgggg Tokso'(ok.}\ Sa:,;;b ag\“ ; & .es"%hluk Holitna
‘f”'*\;fw =9 Bay .VNnghlfnute  Napaskial Oscarvills Drainage
% Nunivak ; N4 58 sy i :
< lIsland Kolavinarak-_, Chefornak $Tuntutuliak 4
<\ River \'® A
s \@/A,A_S’ ‘\W‘S Popokanmiiut :.Eek
3 T e S
L e Kongigatek “Slough
Kwigillingok - {
Quinhagak;““ W/ '
. Jacksmith ‘ \/
Kuskokwim Bay . ; )
Bay ¢ 4 g &/
"‘%9,\. ‘QoodnewsBay 'a 0‘3 e B
Platinume ™/ ( r 7 0‘9‘0 ,
{‘ Rr [® é
125 25 50 7 100 y § ¢
—— e Cape Newenham <5~ alg

Medfra
Ll 7
% (» X h.N|koIa|

g
N
$
§
O

OF COMMER




" Kuskokwim River

assessment projects
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Kuskokwim sonar passage by species

BKing ©DChum &Sockeye BCoho

P
R

[
R

AAHIARRH-RIIH-RIHHIHEIEIIIEHHTTIMDID D0NDNNN

RREREE
R

AAHAIHHHHIHIITDIG0]0]20]GDGGGDG

I I IHHH N

[ETE
Al it

1,000,000 -

900,000 -

800,000 -

o
S
Q.
o
S
4

500,000 -

700,000 -
600,000 -

ysij jo JaquinN

300,000 -

200,000 -

100,000 -

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES




Escapement goal performance
Kuskokwim River

Chinook salmon Method SEG range 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Kuskokwim River Run Reconstruction 65,000-120,000 Met Met Met Met Met
Kwethluk River  weir 4,100-7,500 NS NS Met NS NS NS
George River weir 1,800-3,300 Met Met - Met | Met | Met
Kogrukluk River weir 4,800-8,800 Met Met Met NS NS
Kogrukuk River weir 4,800-8,800 Met Met Met NS NS

Salmon River (Pitka Fork) AS 470-1,600 Met NS NS Met Met Met

Chum Salmon
Kogrukluk River  weir 15,000-49,000 - Met | Under |Under| NS NS Met

Sockeye salmon

Kogrukluk River weir | 4,400-17,000 - Met | Met | Met | NS | NS -

Coho salmon
Kwethluk River weir >19,000 Met NS NS |Under| Met NS NS

Kogrukluk River weir 13,000-28,000 Met NS Met NS Met NS
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Kuskokwim River king salmon total run
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Kuskokwim River king salmon
subsistence harvest, 1990-2024

B Sections4 & 5

m Sections 1-3

120,000

100,000

ANS Range
80,000

60,000

40,000

Number of fish

20,000

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES



Kuskokwim River chum salmon
subsistence harvest, 1990-2025
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Kuskokwim River sockeye salmon
subsistence harvest, 1990-2024
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Kuskokwim River coho salmon
subsistence harvest, 1990-2024
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Kuskokwim Bay
assessment projects

Historically: weirs on
Kanektok and Goodnews
rivers

Currently:
 Local knowledge
 Aerial surveys

* Post season subsistence
harvest survey
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Escapement goal performance
Kuskokwim Bay

Chinook salmon Method  SEG range 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
North (Main) Fork Goodnews R. AS 640-3,300 Met Met | Met | NS NS NS
Middle Fork Goodnews River weir  1,500-3,600 - NS | NS | NS | NS | NS | NS
Kanektok River AS 3,900-12,000 Met Met | Met | NS | Met | Met | Met

Chum salmon
Middle Fork Goodnews River weir >12,000 Met NS NS NS NS NS NS

Sockeye salmon
North (Main) Fork Goodnews R.  AS 9,600-18,000

Middle Fork Goodnews River weir 22,000-43,000
-NS

Kanektok River AS  15,300-41,000

Coho salmon
Middle Fork Goodnews River weir >12,000 NS NS NS NS NS NS NS
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Total subsistence salmon harvest
Kuskokwim Bay
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Districts 4 and 5
management strategies

Subsistence fishery

« District 4 regulations
« June 1-July 15 fishing closed on Sunday
* One net per boat

Commercial fishery

 Local interest in a commercial fishery but no processor
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Kuskokwim management area proposal
2025

Subsistence Fishing

* Proposal 12: 5 AAC 01.270 Lawful gear and
gear specifications.

» Add eel sticks as legal subsistence gear for lamprey.
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