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R
COMENTS ON PROPOSAL #86 < e
My name is Robert Blake AZQ';? 2 &
~
1 do not support this proposal 804?0‘;%

I have lived, hunted, fished, and trapped in this area for Many years.

This proposal would only help depress this small community further with little or no
possibility of growth for the small business man, or prospect for the working family.
I'm not saying this should be a trade off of wildlife for economics, but I feel the
justification of this refuge is tainted by the special interests of the biologist that help put
this all together!

There is the Paxson refuge not far from this area and not 2 years ago the Fish and Game
biologist asked the Paxson game advisory board to voie on the disbandment of this
refuge, saying there was no real need for it in this are and it was a finical burden on the
department to keep signed and patrolled, and as a group we voted not to disband this area.
In this I feel the request for this refuge is for the suppression of mining in the area, and
not so much the protection of wildlife.

RECEIVED TIME MAR. 2. 10:51AM PRINT TIME MAR. 2. 10: 5241
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TO: Alaska Board of Game, Boards S i %MCE/VED
: A upport Section Ry

PO Box 115526 — Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526 8o 4Rp
FROM: Mary Jane Derendoff w

PO Box 84473 — Fairbanks, Alaska 99708
DATE: 25 February 2008

SUBJECT: PROPOSAL #94

I very much oppose the Proposal #94. Please do not eliminate the Koyukuk Controlled Use Area
in Unit 21 and 24. And especially do not allow aircraft to fly in to this area for moose hunting. [

* don’t want the moost to become extfinicr like whiat isppened to the buffalo, It’s bad enough that-
people with high powered boats go and hunt the moose. This leaves village residents who rely
on moose for subsistence and traditional life style to compete —most of the time unsuccessfully-
with folks that have the money to hunt. People in the village barely can afford the gas prices. [
strongly oppose allowing aircraft to hunt moose.

I hope this letter counts for something and is not mailed in vain.

Any questions from me please feel free to contact me. Thank you.
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a'::a Cascadia Wildlands Project 7
. %8\ Alaska Field Office

S07.424.3835 = POB 853 = Cordova AK 99574 » gscott@cascwild.org » www.cascwitd.org
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" ATTN: BOG COMMENTS Lo o=m
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game '
Boards Support Section MaR 0 3 2008
PO Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 BOARDS

-, RE: Proposal 86
"~ "Mermbers of thie'Board 6f Game:

Please accept these brief comment, on behalf of the non-profit organization Cascadia Wildlands
Project, as well as myself as an individual Alaska resident, and my family, in support of ,
Proposal #86. We would very much fike to see a Tangle Lakes Wildlife Refuge established. I’d
like to ensure that my newborn daughter has the same opportunities there, that my wife and |
have enjoyed.

As afamily we have had several experiences with Tangle Lakes. My wife grew up in
Anchorage, and remembers visiting it as a child. We live today in Cordova, well downstream of
¢ that place, but bave still found a couple occasions to visit when we were camping upriver. [
~ recall bringing a friend, a photographer, who was visiting from Outside, there, and I remember
how excited he was with the spectacular scenery. We have friends upriver who hunt the caribou
herd there, and know through them how truly irreplaceable that subsistence tradition is.

This is important so it bears repeating: the wildland values of Tangle Lakes are irveplaceable,
There are other sources of minerals, other jobs, and even other caribou herds. But there is only
one Tangle Lakes.

Tangle Lakes is on the outside margins of the geographic area where Cascadia, a non-profit
conservation organization, normally takes active interest. We are more coastal, and the proposed
wildlife refuge is well upsiream. However, Tangle Lakes is one of those unique, special places

& that even distant neighbors appreciate. It js important to preserve the natural progesses there,
and especially the wildlife habitat for the caribou, as ome of the most productive biological
systems in our bioregion. These systems are all interconnected.0 From a conservation
perspective, a wildlife refuge at Tangle Lakes is a no-brainer.

Flease take your service to future generations seriously. Please protect Tangle Lakes.
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ATTN: BOG COMMENTS

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O. Box 115526 RECEIVED
Junean, AK 99811-5526

Fax: 907-465-6094 FEB 2 9 2008
29 February 2008 BOARDS
Alaska Board of Game Members:

I strongly support proposal number 86 to create a state wildlife refuge in the area of the

Tangle Lakes. This is a bountiful and beautiful area, one used for hunting for many

centuries by humans, dating back to early inhabitants of this region. It is an important

portion of the range of the caribou who frequent this and nearby regions. My family and 1

have enjoyed this area for nearly 30 years. We have utilized the Tangle Lakes and

surrounding locales for hunting, wildlife viewing, photography, and fishing, as well as for
" canoeing and berry picking.

The area around the Tangle Lakes continues to be an important resource to the
inhabitants of this area, as it has been, judging by the archeological record, for millennia.
It is highly deserving of the designation of Tangle Lakes State Wildlife Refuge.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

LAY Ao

David T. Wellman

HC60 Box 227

Copper Center, AK 99573
(907) 822-3418

RECEIVED TIME FEB. 29. 4:23PM
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LDear Alaska Board of (Game,

Twould like to thank you for the opportunities of big game cold-weauther hunting and encaurge the board
to keep or widen the use fin other hunters bocause of the positive experiences 1 have had this winter while
hunting moose and bison. The ability to properly care for the meat both while in the ficld and by pruperly
aging it in & cooled environment (out garuge) has madc the prize (great tasting, tender mest) a real treat for
the family. T has also allowed the fun of the hunt to be extended as family members (my three sons 11, 9,
and 6) and hunting partners and their Kids gather sround w he part of the whole processing experience
(making hamburper, pepperoni, jerky efc ). Having the time to do this in the Fall is ditFicult if not
impassible to do because of the many fall activities competing for my time such ws greal minbow and
salmon fishing; taking. family to the fair; starl of school, winterizing boats/RV s etc.

In shott-- no meat flies, no heal spoiled meat, belter tasting properly aged meat and time to enjoy the
expericnes with family and friends are some of the benefits we have had from a cold weather hunt.

Thanks again for the opportunity.
sincerety,
Doug Ohms

Anchorage
3452417
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| Re 120
DON KIELY i

12 February 2008

ATTIN: Board of Game Comments
Alaska Depattment of Fish and Game
Boaxds Support Section

PO. Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

Fax: (907) 465-6094

Re:  Proposal 86
Tangle Lakes State Wikilife Refoge

ImwﬁﬁngmmgcﬂuBmdmmppmth:pmposaltomucaTughLakzs State
Wildlife Refuge. That atea is a valuable xesource for both recteation and wildlife, and a
wildlife refuge would provide additional protection for the Nelchina caribou herd as well as
the area's extensive wildlife.

I aca an Alasken kiving in Fairbanks and use the area extemsively for hoating and hikiog,
and value the area for its habitat for carlbou and other wildlife. .

PLEASE create the Tangle Lakes State Wildlife Refuge!
Sincerely,

P.O, BOX £3830 - FAIRBANKS, ALASKA - 99708
PHONE: (907) 455-6749 * donkicly@computer.org

- RZCEIVED TIME FEB. 12 9:26PM PRINT TIME FEB.12. 9:27PM
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Alagka Board of Game Region ITI Meeting
Feb. 29 - March10, 2008

Sleetmute Traditional Council Proposal Comments

Proposals §, 9, 83, 99, 100, 103, 105, 112, 137, 138 - Supperted. The Sleotmute
Traditional Council, (STC), supports propasals that encourage and increase the hatvest of
predators, due to the decline in moose stocks in GMU 19, and many other arens of the
state. Whmadvismyeommineesﬁlanmeasponsmthesemﬁproposalsorpmposals
to start new comprehensive predator management plans, it is evident that predator
management is needed there and STC supports them,

Preposals 101 & 104 - Supported. These proposals are to extend the 2 predator
management programs for several years- in GMU 19 A, and 19D. These programs are
working, but need more time,

Proposalks 102, 106, &113 — Opposed. These proposals are attempts to terminate 3
predator management programs. These programs are effective and require more time.
IheMeWentthmughalmgpeﬁodwiﬂxNOpmdaiwmnuo]forllorlZycars.Itis
unrealistic to mtpectﬂwretobeahxgehmﬂablesmphlsinm&hortaﬁmepeﬁod
. AHSdaimmeyhaVenotbeeneﬁ'wtiveininmasingnmoseharvm
hPmplﬂZ,(lBA),ae]memﬂTiﬁHhmbmpminphuHawcnnld
huuter harvest possibly kave increased there?? ‘
. Alsoclaimadistbatthcseprogramsaretooexpmaive.Thqmnotwhm
compared t0 what it wonld cost if the ban initiative were passed, and
ADF&G personnel were required to do if!

Proposals 12 & 14 ~ Opposed. Both of these proposals eliminate antler restrictions and
lengthen the moose season in 198. The spousor of Proposal 14 didn’t get 2 moose, If
these hunters are having trouble getting spike/fork moos in 19B, it i¢ evident that the 19A,
mooseclosurenaedsmheextendedinmw,asSTCmaﬁﬁedwhenitmadcﬂm 19A/8
closure proposal 2 years ago . There is no recent infonmation on population density and
composition in 19B. Keeping the spike/fork restriction is necessary to insure that some
moose are left for recruitment.

Proposal 13 - Supported. (See STC comments on 12 and 14.) This Central Kuskokwim
Advisory Committee, (CKAC), proposal speaks for itself, and is also supported by the
comtents made by the Stony Holitna Advisory Conmtnittee, (SHAC),

This is what STC Proposal 64 addressed at the Spring, 2006 BOG meeting 2 years ago.

RECEIVED TIME FEB. 12, 12:33PM
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Proposal87-SnppnrﬁmlﬂTbeI{nﬁnxbfkﬂuﬂhnatiummonedtly:Aueaisdbﬁnﬂm&yhﬂJT
“afﬁhnﬂpusreguhnhxw’asiusspansorsakl!Tunuuswvholimeouﬁﬁda1mf19AdThepquﬂe
Hﬂing\wﬂhhl19!LuuennucthnaHnrouﬂxﬁudxnounsfhrﬂhﬁ:Enunﬂxnna&on:nulhunﬁng
ductocosteflargermotor’s,costofﬁxel,andlackofjobsandinoomeinthearea. There is
also no commercial fishing in 19A. :
1]M3Eﬂ!AuJ:xunnnnnscuxﬂds;uoposalHutmnostofthnxeasunstheulolqplhtﬁtvvns
imposed in the first place.
Lﬁﬂdng:ipwopoea!ﬁknfhﬁr—thatvwnﬂdinﬂmnmefheanumnntof!nnuhmgpraﬁwueamthc
presenttimn-whenﬂaemaoumeisdeplaaedtomspointitisnow-wouldworkin
opposition to moose population recovery,

RzCEIVED TIME FEB. 12 12:33PM



Galena Management Area: :::
Moose Surveys

. ® Towns

wemnem Majot Road 23Z

Major Rivers

7] 2001_218_High
T i2001_218_Low
B8 2004_245_B:High

B0 2007_24C.D; High
I 2007:24C_0_Low’;

&4

58 |

PredPrey Input Values (Unit 24)
Number Grizzly Bears: 950
Number Black Bears: 2,400 (@ 1 bear/10 mi.2)

PredPrey Input Values (Unit 21D)

Number Grizzly Bears: 200
Number Black Bears: 1,700 (@ 1 bear/7 mi.?)
21B/C: 1,800 (@ 1 bear/7 mi.?)

Harvest Rates and Sustainable Harvest

GMU24 @ 6-12% harv. rate = 144-288 black bears/year (est. harv.
less than 80 black bears)

GMU21D @ 6-12% harv. rate = 100-200 black bears/year (est.
harvest less than 50 black bears)

GMU’s 21B/21C @ 6-12% harv. rate = 100-200 black bears/year
(est. harvest less than 25 black bears)
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Yukon Koyukuk Census Area /1 /2

Koyukuk-Middle Yukon census subaree

Allakaket *
New Allakaket CDP
Allakaket city
Alatna CDP *
Evansville *
Bettles city
Evansville CDP
Coldfoot CDP
Four Mile Road CDP
Galena city *
Hughes city *
Huslia city *
Kaltag city *
Koyukuk city *
Nulato city *
Ruby city *
Tanana city *
Wiseman CDP
Remainder of Koyukuk-Middle Yukc

3,109

133
36
97
35
71
43
28
13
38

675
78

293

230

101

336

188

308
21

385
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Unit 20D
elta Junction
Area Office




Delta Staff

Steve DuBois,

Area Biologist

5 i ; e

Ron Riesgaard,
PS FWT 4, Bison
Range Manager

Davenport, PS
FWT 3




Game Managment Unit ®




t 20D

I

Southern Un

ins of eastern Alaska

« Mounta

Range
- Lowlands of Tanana Rv valley




Northern Unit 20D

- Hills of Tanana uplands

- Lowlands of major river
valleys
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Delta Junction,
Delta, Deltana

Population ~3,200



Ft. Greel
Donnelly Training Area
National Missile
Defense Site,
Population ~50




Dry Cree

Population ~100




Dot Lake

Population ~80



Healy Lake

Population ~25
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® Delta Junction Bison

Range

* Created 1979 by AK
legislature to:

—Perpetuate free-ranging
bison

® -Diminish agricultural
damage from bison

« ~90,000 acres

» ~2,700 acres bison forage



Delta Junction Bison
Ran




® Delta Junction Bison
Ran

322 bison

in Panoramic Fields



Delta Junction Bison

Ran
Ruffed Grouse Hab

itat

Management Are




® Delta Junction Bison
Ran

* Multiple use when
compatible: hunting, fishing,
camping, trapping, logging

— Muzzleloader Rendezvous




Bison Range Youth Hun
Management Are

« BRYHMA estab. 2002 in DJBR
fields

* 6,380 acres in fields only
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DBH;: BRYHMA

With bison forage management,
more moose & hunters were
attracted to the fields



BRYHMA

« Goals were to:

—1) Improve ADFG’s
ability to meet

* DJBR legislative
mandates

* Bison Management ¢
Plan objectives

- —2) Benefit farmers by
improving bison use of
DJBR




BRYHMA

* Objectives (cont.)

—3) Reduce damage to
bison forage crops
from moose hunters

—4) Provide safer work
environment for ADF




BRYHMA

« 10 draw permits for SF50
bull moose or cow w/o calf

» Hunting season = Sept 1-30

« Hunt Friday-Monday 1st
three weekends in Sept.

—Each hunter has 4 days

« Hunters assigned weekend
and field

« No motorized vehicles




¢ BRYHMA

« BRYHMA hunt is meeting
objectives:
—Reduction in bison forage
damage

@ —Improved workplace safety
resulting in more field work

—Bison increased use of fields
& less time on farms during
moose hunting season

—Youth hunt successful
« 2007 = 70% success



Delta Controlled Use ©
Area

« Estab. 1971 to meet sheep
hunter desire for a walk-in
hunting area

- 1,680 mi%in 20D, 20A, & 13B




DCUA map

—
ot
T
I
g
o]
~
‘- -
=
-,
-
-~
-
—
m
o
¥ o
"
}
H
"
”

i Dedta Jet

3 P

3 W,

¥ ’

| N«
i

Fort Greely

Area Description
The Delta Conreolied Use Acea consists of those portions of Units 13(BY 2000 and 2000 beginning at
the sonMence of Miller Crivk anid the Delts River (ben aest to VARM Miller, thes west te bnchude 21
drainages of Augustina Creek and Black Rapids Glacier, then north and east 1 include all dy uittages
of MeGinnis Creck W itr coafluence with the Delta River, rhen cast in a straight Hoe across the Delta
River to thie sast hark of the Deita Kiver, then north aleng the cast bank to s puint opposite the
intersection of the Aluska aed Richirdson Highwavs, then cast in a Stroight line to the intersecsion of
the Alavica and Richardean Highwavs, then east aloag tae Alaska Highway to the west aank of the
Johnson River, then south along the west bank of the Johnson River and Johason Glacier to the head
of the Cauwell Glisties, ilivu werk alvag the aonth bank of the Canwell Glacier ad Milker O eek to ihe
Defta River,




Delta CUA

« Management goal:
—Provide:
« Uncrowded hunting
» Walk-in hunting
By managing hunter
numbers, access, & @
transportation

— Harvest objective:

* Harvest 35 full-curl
rams/yr with mean horn
length 36 in. & 8+ yrs old




Delta CUA

DCUA is hunt is conducted
as 2 drawing permit hunts

DS203 = Aug 10 — 25

— Nonmotorized

DS204 = Aug 26 — Sept 20

— Unrestricted access

2007 harvest
— DS203 = 21
—DS204 =29



Delta Junction
Management Are

278 mi?2 around Delta Jct
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Delta Junction
Management Area

Estab. 1974 at request of Delta
AC to close hunting around
Delta Jct. when moose low

— Delta Junction Closed Area

Reduced in size in 1991
Renamed DJMA in 1996
— First issued drawing permits

— 10 permits for SF50 bull
moose

2007 harvest =6



Macomb Plateau

Controlled Use Area

 Created 1974 to:

— Protect critical MCH habitat by
restricting motorized vehicles
from Aug 10-Sep 30

— Regulate MCH harvest
¢ 304 mi?




MPCUA

Macomb Plateau Controlled Use Area
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Area Deseription
The Macomb Platesn Centretled Use Area corsists of that portivm of Linit 20(D) sonth of the Alaska Highway,
draining inte the south s:de of the Tanana River befween the vast busk uf the Jelinson River upstireansto
Prospect Creek. and the cast bank of Beay Creek st mite 13573 of the Alasks Highwav, The area is closed
to the txe of any mucorized vehicle for bunting, induding the transpirtazivn of hanters, their bualing pear, or
prarts nf gamas. fram Sagust 10 throngh September 3 axeent for a faarplane an Fich Lake and metarived
vebictes, inchuding wreraft, ta, from, and wn the Doy Creek Airstrip at mile 1379 of the Alsska Highway.
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Macomb Plateau CUA

- Meeting objectives to:

—Prevent habitat
degradation from
motorized vehicles

—Control harvest

—Provide nonmotorized
hunting opportunity




Private Agqricultural Lands

~100,000 acre (156 mi")

unting for bison (70%),
® waterfowl, sharp-tailed
grouse, moose



elta Fish and Game ¢

Advisory Committee

« Delta AC serves Delta Jct.
& Dry Ck.

- Dot Lk. & Healy Lk. served
by Upper Tanana Fortymile




Delta Bison Herd

« Herd ranges in SW 20D



Delta Bison
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Delta Bison Herd

« Management based on
plan developed with Delta
Bison Working Group

—Approved by Board




Delta Bison Herd

DJBR managed to
reduce bison-agriculture
conflicts

Herd size managed by
drawing permit hunt

15, 000+ applmatlonslyr

J7 hunter success




¢ Delta Bison Herd w

- Management Activities

—Aerial population
estimate

—Ground based sex-
age composition
counts

—Radio collars
—Serologic survey

—Manage bison forage
on DJBR

—Administer drawing
® permit hunt



Delta Bison Herd ®

e Issues:

* Prevent damage to
private agricultural
crops while maintaining
free-ranging herd
— Accomplished with

DJBR & forage
management

 Military training on
bison summer & calving
range
— Cooperating with military
to minimize conflicts ®




®
Delta Bison Herd

e |Issues:

- Bison starting to calve in
~agricultural lands

« Other Issues include:

®
—Retain access to private

land for hunters

—Escape of domestic
bison

—Livestock diseases



Delta Bison Herd

* Issues (rumor)

* Bison interbreeding with
moose




Black Bear

Accurate pop. est. not
available but extrapolated
to 750

‘Bears are plentiful

‘Hunting and baiting is
popular

«2007 Harvest = 20



Black Bear

‘Management Activities
Seal bears
‘Register bait stations
Nuisance bears

‘Issues
‘Black bear baiting on

Goodpaster River




® Brown Bear

- Extrapolated population
= 181-210 bears
« Harvest obj = 5-15/yr
« Current Regulations:
®  .No resident tag fees
Season = Aug 10-Jun
30
‘Bag limit = 1/yr
» Total mortality = 14/yr &
® 52% males



Brown Bear

‘Management Activities
Seal bears
Nuisance bears

elssues
Role in Intensive
Management




Macomb Caribou Herd

« MCH small herd in southern
Unit 20D

Macomb Caribou Herd Range

20E
Big Delta

Delta Jct
Ft Greely

%S
20A
13
20 0 20 40 Miles

M R M




Macomb Caribou Herd ¢

- Human consumption is
highest use

. Identified for intensive
management in 1995

. Positive C&T with amounts @
necessary = 10-40

- Pop. obj = 600-800

. Fall 2007 pop. = 1,305
—29 calves:100 cows
—68 bulls:100 cows




¢ Macomb Caribou Herd

Harv obj. = 30-50/yr
Hunting by registration
permit during Delta CUA &

Macomb Plateau CUA
access restrictions

Herd distribution shifted to
west adjacent Richardson

Hwy

Harvest frequently
exceeded quota & many EO
closures until boundary
changed in 2004



Macomb Caribou Herd ®

- Management Activities

—Annual aerial
population estimate &

composition survey °

—Hunting season
distribution survey

—Radio collars

—Registration permits




® Vviacomb Caribou Herd

 Issue
— Meeting harvest
objectives with current
regulations

—~Will make 2008 season
longer i.e.. Aug 10-27

- 2 days with no motorized
restrictions



Furbearers

. Speciés of importance
include:

—Beaver
—Coyote

—Lynx
—Marten

—Red fox
—Wolverine




® Furbearers

- Management Activities
—Seal furs

—Mail trapper
questionnaire
—Annual snowshoe hare

® population survey

e lssues

—Coordinating lynx
harvest tracking
strategy

—Incidental trapping of
moose & caribou



Moose

Human consumption
identified as highest use

Intensive Mgmt adopted 1995
Pop. objective = 8,000-10,000

North of Tanana 2004
—63% of area
—2,411 moose

South of Tanana 2006
—37% of area
—7,406 moose

Harv. goal = 500-700
—3 yr. mean harv = 447/yr




Moose HUnt ng
~ Regu I'athns

Delta Junctio

GMU
20E

GMU

\J

Residents/non-residents: Sept 1 - 15 -- 1 bull

20A

Bison Range Youth Hunt Mgmt Area

Residents/non-residents: Sept 1 - 30
1 S/F bull or 50"+ antlers |
or 4+ brow tines. :
1 bull per hfe:nme

: E‘meg Hun

GMU




2007 SW20D Cow moose ¢
harvest w

DM797 - Moose £y
Drawing Permit Hunt )

DM797 = 541 permits

‘ DM798 = 180 permits
¢
——eilin 2 S a1799 = 180 permits

i

Vawrant soem

P cetziing ey Seae

i




® Moose

- Management Activities

—Annual GSPE
population estimates in
north or south

® —Annual aerial twinning
surveys

—Periodic browse
surveys

—Regulatory signs
—Public meetings



Moose

e Issues

—High density in SW Unit
20D & antlerless hunt

—Antler restrictions

unpopular

-

—High incidence of
vehicle collisions




e  Dall Sheep in
' Delta CUA

« Sheep hunting divided
into 2 permit hunts:

—DS 203 Aug 10-25
« Walk-in only
—DS 204 Aug 26-Sept 20
« Unrestricted access
+ 75 permits each hunt

- Average harvest = 51/yr
last 3 yrs.

- Based on most recent
questionnaire results,

¢ —81% hunters satisfied



Dall Sheep

 Management Activities
—Plug horns

— Conduct aerial surveys
or population estimates

—Mail hunter
questionnaire
periodically

* Issues

—Protecting habitat with
development

—Disease prevention




Small Game

« Important species:
—Sharp-tailed grouse
—Ruffed grouse
—Spruce grouse
—Snowshoe hares

®

- Popular hunting area for
statewide hunters

 Grouse numbers
currently moderate

- Hare numbers currently
® high



Small Game

- Management Activities

—Ruffed grouse
drumming surveys

—Monitor sharptailed
grouse leks

—Ruffed grouse habitat @
management area on
DJBR

e Issues

—Developing habitat
mgmt techniques




® Wolf

« Wolf control
implementation plan
adopted in 1997

 Plan reauthorized in
2004

® . pop. objective = 15-125

 Fall 2006 pop est = 119-
134 in 12 packs

—-1:161 wolf:moose ratio
south of Tanana

—1:25 north of Tanana




Wolf

« Seasons:

—Hunting = Aug 10- May
31, bag limit=935

—Trapping = Oct 15-Apr
30, no limit o

« Harvest =50 in 2006




Wolf

 Management Activities

—Seal pelts

—Annual aerial surveys
& trapper interviews to
estimate population
size

—Upper Yukon-Tanana
Wolf Control Area

includes a portion of
northern Unit 20D



Other Issues

* Forestry: Cooperating to
improve wildlife habitat
—Timber sales, wildfire

* Mining: New road in N.
20D to Pogo Mine ®

* Big game ranching: Bison,
elk, yak, reindeer

 Domestic livestock &
disease

- Enforcement: poaching ®



®  Unit 20D Summary

» Bison
—Herd slightly above
objective

—Damage to farm crops
reduced

® ° Black Bear
—Harvest objective met

 Brown Bear
—Harvest objective met
« Macomb Caribou Herd

— Population objective met
—Harvest below objective



Summary

 Moose
—Population objective met

—Harvest objective met in
2007

* Dall sheep
—Population objective met
—Harvest objective met

» Wolf
— Population objective met







i

& RC835
AN CARIBOU
; REGISTRATION HUNT

AREA DESCRIPTION FOR REGISTRATION HUNT RCE3S
That podtion of Ut 200 south: of the Tarana River, and that portion of Ling 12
webs1 of 1 Grentn {hehway (TOK CutoTh and south of g Alaska Mighiway Excuding
d the Tok Rives Cranags.

i LIG0E R0 By Dedis Mt Haves, Taracnose
A s

oty Map

fabe
(renrge

) ,h‘#x.a o

it

; o / %"
’T“;‘}"M TﬂIﬁleOS&

Uy e

« Hunting east of Jarvis Ck

yellow line) by
nonmotorized access via

DCUA
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PROPOSAL 135 - SAAC 85.045(a)(18). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR
MOOSE. Reauthorize the antlerless moose hunting season in Unit 20D, create an antlerless
registration hunt in the same area.

5 AAC 85.045. Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose. (a) ...

Resident
Open Season
(Subsistence and Nonresident
Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season
(18)
Unit 20(D), that portion lying
west of the west bank of the
Johnson River and south of the
north bank of the Tanana River,
except the Delta Junction
Management Area and the Bison
Range Youth Hunt Management
Area
RESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with spike-fork or Sept. 1-Sept. 15
50-inch antlers or antlers (General Hunt Only)
with 4 or more brow tines
on one side; or
1 bull by drawing permit; Sept. 1-Sept. 15
or; (General Hunt Only)
I antlerless moose by drawing Oct. 10 — Nov. 25
permit only; up to 1,000 (General Hunt Only)

permits may be issued in
combination with that portion

in the Delta Junction Management
Area; a person may not take a calf
or a cow accompanied by a

calf, or;
1 antlerless moose by QOct. 10 — Nov. 25
registration permit onlv; (General Hunt Only)

a person may not
take a calf or a cow
accompanied by a calf

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:



1 bull with 50-inch antlers or
antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side

Unit 20(D), that portion within
the Bison Range Youth Hunt
Management Area

I bull, with spike-fork or 50-
inch antlers or antlers with 4

or more brow tines on one side;
or 1 antlerless moose, per
lifetime of a hunter, by drawing
permit only; up to 10 permits
may be issued; a person may
not take a calf or a cow accom-
panied by a calf

Unit 20(D), that portion within
the Delta Junction Management
Area

RESIDENT HUNTERS:

1 bull with spike-fork or
50-1nch antlers or antlers
with 4 or more brow tines on
one side by drawing permit
only; up to 30 permits may
be issued; or

1 antlerless moose by drawing
permit only; up to 1,000
permits may be issued

in combination with that
portion lying west of the
west bank of the Johnson
River and south of the
north bank of the

Tanana River; a person
may not take a calf

or a cow accompanied
by a calf or;

1 antlerless moose by
registration permit only;
a person may not

take a calf or a

cow accompanied

by a calf

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
| bull with 50-inch antlers or

Sept. 5-Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 30 Sept. 1 - Sept. 30
(General Hunt Only)

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15
(General Hunt Only)

Oct. 10 — Nov. 25
(General Hunt Only)

Oct. 10 — Nov. 25

(General Hunt Only)

Sept. 5-Sept. 15




antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side by drawing
permit only; up to 30 permits
may be issued

ISSUE: Antlerless moose hunting seasons must be reauthorized annually. Reauthorization of a
limited drawing permit for cow moose without calves is proposed in order to begin stabilizing
population growth in this area, and increase harvest toward the intensive management harvest
objective. The density of moose in Unit 20D south of the Tanana River and west of the Johnson
River is high, about 5.6 moose/mi’ in 2006. The Unit 20D moose population has reached its
intensive management population objective of 8,000 to 10,000, with most population growth and
highest densities occurring in this southwestern portion of Unit 20D. The moose population in
this area is increasingly demonstrating the effects of increased competition for food; e.g.
twinning rates are at moderately low levels of 21%. Also, browse surveys indicate that moose are
consuming moderately high quantities (25%) of available browse over the winter. Unit 20D
antlerless moose hunts should be conducted as drawing permit hunts in road accessible areas.
However, it would be advantageous to have the option of establishing registration permits hunts
in the more remote, roadless areas where moose browsing pressure is greatest, and to direct
hunting pressure there through the incentive of a registration permit.

Changing the opening date of the antlerless moose hunting season from October 1 to October 10
moves the hunting pressure out of the peak of rutting activity. Changing the closing date of the
hunt from November 15 to November 25 replaces the 10 days that were removed from the
beginning of the season.

Harvesting cow moose from the southwest Unit 20D moose population may result in the
bull:cow ratio increasing. Intertm Unit 20D moose harvest guidelines recommend liberalizing
bull harvest if the bull:cow ratio exceeds 30 bull:100 cows for 2 consecutive years. Providing a
drawing permit hunt for 1 bull will provide additional hunting opportunity for bull moose
without resulting in an over harvest of bull moose.

Adding the term “‘general hunt only” to the resident season hunts is a housekeeping correction.
All hunts in nonsubsistence areas, such as this portion of Unit 20D, should include this language
to designate them as nonsubsistence hunts. This designation was inadvertently left out of the
codified language.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The moose population in southwest Unit
20D will continue to increase in size and may over browse its habitat, and the Unit 20D intenstve
management harvest objective will not be met.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS PRODUCED
BE IMPROVED? Passage and implementation of this proposal will improve the ability of moose
habitat in southwest Unit 20D to support the current moose population. It will also allow hunters to
increase moose harvest toward meeting the Unit 20D intensive management harvest objective
without further reducing the bull-to-cow ratio.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? The moose population will benefit by having a moose density
compatible with their habitat. Moose hunters will benefit by increasing harvest of moose from this
arca to meet the harvest objective.



WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Those people who are opposed to intensive management

harvest strategies.
OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? No antlerless permits or more antlerless permits. ‘
PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-08S-G-)
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PROPOSAL 35 -5 AAC 95.045. Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose. Extend the

moose season in Unit 20D as follows:

Units and Bag Limits

Unit 20 (D), that portion lying
south of the north bank of the
Tanana River and east of the
west bank of the Johnson
River, except that portion
within the Robertson River
drainage south of the conflu-
ence of the east and west
forks, and within one mile
west of the west fork

1 bull

Unit 20 (D), that portion within
the Robertson River drainage
south of the confluence of the
east and west forks, and within
one mile west of the west fork

RESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with 50-inch antlers

or antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side

Unit 20 (D), that portion lying

west of the west bank of the

Johnson River and south of the

north bank of the Tanana

River, except the Delta Junction
Management Area and the

Bison Range Youth Hunt Management
Area

RESIDENT HUNTERS

1 bull with spike-fork or
50-inch antlers or antlers with
4 or more brow tines on one
side; or

Resident

Open Season

(Subsistence and Nonresident
General Hunts) Open Season
Sept. 1 —Sept 15 No open season

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15

Sept. 5 — Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15



| antlerless moose by drawing
permit only, up to 1,000 permits
may be i1ssued in combination
with that portion in the Delta
Junction Management Area; a
person may not take a calf or a
cow accompanied by a calf

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with 50-inch antlers

or antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side

Unit 20 (D), that portion within
the Bison Range Youth Hunt
Management Area

I bull with spike-fork or 50-inch
antlers or antlers with 4 or more

brow tines on one side; or 1 antlerless
moose, per life-time of a hunter, by
drawing permit only; up to 10 permits
may be issued; a person may not take
a calf or a cow accompanied by a
calf

Unit 20 (D), that portion within
the Delta Junction Management
Area

RESIDENT HUNTERS

| bull with spike-fork or

50-inch antlers or antlers with

4 or more brow tines on one

side by drawing permit only;

up to 30 permits may be issued; or

I antlerless moose

by drawing permit only; up to
1,000 permits may be issued in
combination with that portion
lying west of the west bank of
the Johnson River and south of
the north bank of the Tanana
River; a person may not take a
calf or a cow accompanied by a
calf

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:

I bull with 50-inch antlers

or antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side by drawing permit

Oct. 1 —Nov. 15

Sept. 5 — Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 30 Sept. 1 — Sept. 30

Sept. 1 - Sept. 15

Oct. | — Nov. 15

Sept. 5 —Sept. 15



only; up to 30 permits may be issued

Unit 20 (D), that portion within the
Healy River drainage

RESIDENT HUNTERS
| spike-fork bull or
I bull

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS
1 bull

Unit 20 (D), that portion lying
north of the north bank of the
Tanana River and draining into
the Volkmar River east to include
the Billy Creek drainage

Remainder of Unit 20 (D)
1 bull

Aug. 15 - Aug. 28
Sept. 1 - Sept. 15

Sept 1 — Sept 20

Sept. 1 — Sept 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept 20

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15
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Alaska Board of Game

B

P. 0. Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

February 26, 2008 RECEvE-
MAR 0 3 2008

To whom it may concern.

BOARD >
Does a season on full curled rams select for small-horned rams?

Hom-growth is expressed maximally under exceptionally favorable food conditions,
when rams grow to their genetic maximum in body size. Then and only then is the length
' === - - —ofthe hom a function of heredity. That is, differences in hom-size then relate to o
habitability of horn length, and the horn length reflects the true genetic potential for horn
growth by ¢ach ram.,

Note: do you have Dall’s rams of maximum genetic size (300 pounds and up), anywhere
on your mountagns?

If not, if your tams run about 180-220 [bs then the size of the ram’s horns is disconnected
from its genetics for horn-size. Hon size is very sensitive to environment and not very
sensitive to heredity. Consequently, in rams of average body mass homn growth has little
relationship to its genetics, Maximum horn size then is a fimction of a few good summers
plus the good luck of not being killed by predators or an accident.

Moreover, rams from different home range groups of females are likely to be discrepant

for hom growth, because phenotypic development of sheep differs for different female

home range groups. When rams bom and raised in different home range groups mix in

ram groups, as they do, a ram with rapid horn growth may be inferior genetically in hom

growth to ram originating in another home range group with poorer body development.

An understanding of gene/environment interaction is mandatory for understanding the
~ shaping 6f dny organ by natural (ot artificial Hrslection, — - Tt

i

The beanbag approach to genetics is flawed!

To minimize any possibility of hunters selecting against homn size, the best strategy is to
harvest a fraction of the full curled rams, while keeping a tab on both, the average size of
horns in rams taken by hunters as well as the average age. Both functions should be more
or less constant.

Longstanding trial and error management for large antler size has shown that removing
all large-antlered males leads to an exhaustion of young males and subsequently to a
significant decrease in their body and hotn growth, We have some evidence that this also
happens to rams. ’
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The fraction of full-curled rams can be determined accurately only when the old rams
have moved to their rutting areas, Timing here is crucial as the old rams ate the last to
move to female ranges to breed and are the first to depart. This is not a task for quick
judgment from a rapidly moving helicopter over rapidly moving sheep! Accurata
methods of census are crucial,

You have in the past with the full cur] rule harvested only a fraction of the legal rams — as
it should be!

The fear, that taking a large fraction of full curled rams will diminish horn growth
potential, is well meaning, but unfounded. It would be a different maiter if rams were
severely harvested at the % curl stage

Valerius Geist PhD., P. Biol.
Professor Emeritus of Environmental Science
The University of Calgary

kendulf@shaw.ca
250-723-7436
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Controlled Use Areas

5 PROPOSALS: 2 WRCUA; 2 reinstate NCUA; 1 DCCUA

Proposal 91 and 92




Harding Lake, Birch Lake and Lost Lake Closed Areas

Stampede Closed Area & Nenana Canyon Closed Area
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Black Bear

« Common in all units

* Issues:

— Slight declines in effort/harvest

* No proposals

Reported black bear harvest, Fairbanks Area,

1989-2006
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Brown Bear

Found in all units

Highest densities Alaska Range (Units 20A
and 20C)

Issues:

— Potential overharvest in Units 20A and
20B due to high moose hunter densities
and recently high DLP take in 20B

— Tag fee exemptions
2 proposals: GMU 20B baiting

Reported grizzly bear harvest in GMU's 20A, 20B,
20C, 20F and 25C, regulatory years 1997-2006

‘ & Hunter harvest

Number harvested

—3 per. Mov.

harvest)

|

i
i
i

Avg. (Hunter




J.year average reported harvest of grizzly bears in Units 20A, 208B, 20C, 20F and 25C, 2004-2006
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Caribou

* White Mountains, Denali and Delta herds
relatively small

* Harvestis low
* Issues:
— Decline in Delta herd
— Lack of IM efforts to restore numbers
— Number of permits issued/gone unused

1 proposals to implement predator control
plan for Delta herd

Fairbanks Area Caribou Herds [ Gume Mamageman unie
J’ Caribou Herds
< | D
GMU 28 7 | E Fortymile
e | 3 Ray Mountains
s Af’, ~\ ; B White Mountaing




Population

Population size and harvest, Delta
Caribou Herd, 1983-2007
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Furbearers

« Conduct annual lynx/hare track
surveys (1 proposal)

Lower Chena River beaver
management program: successful
ADF&G Regional proposal: simplify
and liberalize beaver seasons and
bag limits

Moose

High moose densities in Units 20A and 20B
Long-term, ongoing research in Unit 20A

Issues:

— Unit 20A antlerless moose hunt: contentious
— Unit 20A antler restrictions: successful

— Unit 20A controlled burns: unsuccessful

— Unit 20B antlerless hunts: maintain

— Minto Flats MA registration hunt: contentious
Proposals (all 20A, 20B): 13 public, 2 Department

10



Moose Density

< 1.1 moosel mi?

i 1.1.2.0 moosel miZ - B

> 2.0 moosel mi’

0 Miles

Goals

1)
2)

3)
4)

Protect the moose population’s health and
habitat

Fulfill Intensive Management mandate for
elevated yield

Maximize hunting opportunity

Reduce moose-human conflicts by reducing
moose density along roads and Fairbanks
vicinity

11



Prehunt population and harvest trends by sex in Unit 20A, 1963-2008
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,--" "® _Fairbanks

2004 - 2006
Moose/ Sq. Mile

Weight of March Calves was the | "
most sensitive index to resourceflinfjtation
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20A Long-term Moose
Twinning Rates and Density
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MOOSE SURVIVORSHI
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Kaplan Meier Age-Specific Survival Curves for
Radiocollared Moose in 20A
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Distribution of Wolf Killed Moose Among Sex and Age

Classes Compared to Proportions of those Sex and
- Age Classes in the Moose Population, 1998 and 2000 -

o.ra -

0604 R

W Proportion in Kil

P'.Q 177 Sample,n=46
- - - Proportion in

Moose Population
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Rex Trail

Ferry Trail
Fires 1950-2006

17



Young and Boertje. Journal Alces

Bull: cow ratios and estimated harvest of bull
moose in Unit 20A, 1996-2005

BULL HARVEST

couaNRES S S

BULLS:100 COWS
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E:J Fairbanks Nonsubsistence Area ;
T Mint Flats MA

SRR Faitanis Ma
[ MU Boundary

<~ Rivers, Creeks

Moose fall composition counts and estimated
population size in central GMU 20B, 2001-2005

Regulatory Bulls:  Yearlings: Calves: Population size
100 100
year Cows 100Cows? Cows Moose/mi? {90% Cl) SCF=1.2
2001 27 13 34 1.00 4005 (£25%) 4806
2003 26 21 35 1.0° 3883 (£39%) 4660
2004 33 22 46 1.4b 5276 (£41%) 6331
2005 26 26 40 1.5 5881 (£18%) 7057

19



Central GMU 20B moose population estimates and trend, 2001-2005

8000
7000

1000 R

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Road density, Fairbanks Management Area
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GMU 20B ANTLERLESS MOOSE HUNTS

Population estimate

10000
8000 !
6000
4000 -

2000 -

2000

Central GMU 20B moose population estimates, 2001-2006

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

2008
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Population estimate

20000 -

15000

GMU 20B moose population estimates, 2001-2006

= —

10000 -

5000
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Sheep

* No clear population trends
* Unit 20A - effort and harvest
increasing

* White Mountains — effort and
harvest increasing

» 20A sheep-coyote-hare research
project recently completed

* No proposals

Sheep

Reported sheep harvest and hunters, Unit 20A,
1985-2007

Number

 Total hurters @ Reported havest




Wolf

High harvests in Units 20A and 20B
Low harvests in Units 20C, 20F and 25C
Kill rate study completed in 2000
Issues:

— Predator control plan for Delta caribou
herd inactive

— Lice identified in Unit 20A wolves in
2004

2 proposals (wolf control implementation)

Number harvested

3-year average reported harvest of wolves in 1
Fairbanks Area stratified by GMU, 2004-2006 l




Reported harvest of wolves in GMU's 20A,
20B, 20C, 20F, and 25C, 1997-2006
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MOOSE SURVIVORSHI

Kaplan Meier Age-Specific Survival Curves for

Radiocollared Moose in 20A
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Small Game

 Conduct annual hare/lynx track
surveys

« Conduct annual Ruffed Grouse
drumming count surveys

* Habitat improvement projects for
grouse

26



Small Game

# Drumming Males

Ruffed grouse drumming counts, Clear Air
Station, 1993-2007
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Proposal 130 - GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

«Reauthorize antlerless hunt

—Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a calf or
cow accompanied by a caif”

_Redistribute harvest and hunting pressure away from
high access areas (e.g., roads, trails, river corridors)
«Increase “up to” language for “any bull” permits

from 500 to 1000

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Staff proposal

Supported by all affected AC’s

Proposal 130 - GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:
-Population exceeding IM objective
-Population nutritionally stressed

-Liberal antlerless harvest important
(biologically and to meet IM mandates)

Hunt provides considerable hunting
opportunity

Total harvest below IM objective




Proposal 130 - GMU 20A Moose

Overview:
*Population trend and nutritional limitation
Conservative antlerless drawing hunt (1996-2003)
*Liberal antlerless registration hunt (2004-2007)
—Hunt design
—Harvest statistics
—Harvest distribution
*Proposed changes

—Bag limit “may not take a calf or cow accompanied by
calf”

—Redistribute harvest and hunting pressure away from
high access areas (e.g., roads, trails, river corridors)

—Increase “up to language” for “any bull” permits from
500 to 1000

Goals

)
2)

3)
4)

Protect the moose population’s health and
habitat

Fulfill Intensive Management mandate for
elevated yield

Maximize hunting opportunity

Reduce moose-human conflicts by reducing

moose density along roads and Fairbanks
vicinity
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GMU 20A moose population trend, 1956-2007
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Twinning Rates
(an index of population nutrition)

Near Urban/ agricultural areas
HIGH MOOSE DENSITY

LOW NUTRITION =) HIGH NUTRITION

Relationship between moose twinning and browse
removal rates
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Weight of March Calves was the [}
most sensitive index to resourceflimyjtation
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Indices of Nutrition

el INCREASING NUTRITION emmseesep>
% COWS GIVING BIRTH

2-YR-OLD BIRTH RATE
3-YR-OLD BIRTH RATE
TWINNING

HORT-YEARLING WEIGHT

AGE AT FIRST TWINNING

BROWSE REMOVAL

20A 20A 13A 20D 19D 20C 25D 17A
FLATS HILLS

POPULATION

Calves/100 cows >4 yr old

No recent improvement
in reproduction since 2004

Calves/100 radioed cows >4 years old
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Nutritional Limitation Summary

Twinning and overall reproduction, bodyweights, and browse surveys indicate
a low level of nutritional status in central 20A relative to elsewhere in Alaska.
Bodyweights are most sensitive indicator of nutrition, but we observed no
improvement yet with the reduction from 17,000 to 14,500 moose.

300 females should be harvested to keep the population from increasing.

If the population grows, we expect nutritional condition will decline; range
damage will increase; and the risk of disease, starvation and predation,

particularly during severe winters, will increase (i.e., population setback).
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Population estimate
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GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt zone,
antlerless moose hunt RM764, 2004
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GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt zone,
antlerless moose hunt RM764, 2005
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GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt zone,
antlerless moose hunts RM764 &RM768, 2006

¥ RM764 - Antlerless Moose @ '
Registration Permit Hunt

73 CLO%D.- Zone
75D SRR ors
[} Crames by Emen ganay Ovae

Wenegurmert &se 5 .
77T AREA DESCRIPTION FOR RM764 - Moosa - Regiatration Permit Humt
HUNT AREA Ui 208 Aiaska (asuients oniy

R R

13



GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt zone,
antlerless moose hunts RM764 &RM768, 2007

GMU 20A harvest densify by UCU and hunt zone,
antlerless moose hunts RM764 &RM768, 2004-2007
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| Population and antlerless kill estimates by hunt zone, Unit 20A, 2004-2006
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Prehunt population and harvest trends in GMU 20A, 1963-2006
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Reported harvest antlerless moose hunt RM764, Unit 20A, 2004-2007
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Reported success rates and total number of

hunters, general moose hunt, Unit 20A, 2002-2007
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Reported number of days hunted by successful hunters (CPUE), general

moose hunt, Unit 20A , 2002-2007

Days Hunted (successful hunters)
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GMU 20A Moose Numbers Debate

Hypothesis:

Localized overharvest high access
areas (e.g., trails, roads, rivers)

*Change in moose behavior,
particularly cows, due to hunting

*Change in moose distributions due to
fire (e.g., Zone 1)

-Change in seasonal moose
movements due to relatively shallow
snow loads

1999 - 2003
Moose/ Sq. Mi!e

- <1
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== Rex Trail
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~ 1500’ elevation, Zone 3, Unit 20A, February 3, 2007

Week Ending

Antleriess moose hunt RM764 cumulative harvest by week, Unit 20A, 2007
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Antlerless moose hunt RM764 cumulative harvest

» Zones 4 and 5, Unit 20A, 2007

by week
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Harvest Rate

Prehunt population and harvest trends by sex in Unit 20A, 1963-2008
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Excluded area within proposed hunt zones 1 énd 2,
GMU 20A antlerless hunt
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Prehunt population and harvest trends by sex in Unit 20A, 1963-2008
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Unit 20A “any bull” hunt

« 2006:
- Issued 300 permits
— 125 (42%) permits went unused
— 175 hunters harvested 71 bulls
— 41% success rate

« 2007:
— Issued 500 permits
— 209 (42%) permits went unused
— 291 hunters harvested 96 bulls
— 33% success rate
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GMU 20A Harvest Strategy

* Antler restrictions - limit harvest of bull
moose; reduce hunting pressure; retain
longer seasons

« “Any bull” drawing permits — maximize

harvest; optimize harvest distribution;
meet IM mandate for high harvests

* Antlerless harvest - population regulation:
meet IM mandate for high harvests

Proposal 130 — GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

*Reauthorize antlerless hunt

—Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a calf or
cow accompanied by a calf”

—-Redistribute harvest and hunting pressure away from
high access areas (e.g., roads, trails, river corridors)

*Increase “up to” language for “any bull” permits
from 500 to 1000

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Staff proposal

Supported by all affected AC’s
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Proposal 131 — GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.
.Reauthorize antlerless hunts in Fairbanks area and
Minto Flats MA

Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a calf or cow
accompanied by a calf” (Central Unit 20B hunts only)

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Staff proposal

RATIONALE:

-Moose populations in central GMU 20B at high densities and
were increasing

«Slow population growth
Provide additional hunting opportunity
Potentially reduce road kill in Fairbanks area

Proposal 131 - GMU 20B Moose

Overview:

-Unit 20B population trend, IM
population and harvest objectives

.Central Unit 20B antlerless hunts
-Fairbanks Management Area (FMA)
Minto Flats Management Area (MFMA)
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GMU 20B ANTLERLESS MOOSE HUNTS
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Proposal 131 - GMU 20B Moose

OBJECTIVES
 Population objective 12,000 - 15,000
moose
« Harvest objective 600 — 1,500 moose
» Manage for 30 bulls:100 cows (posthunt)

Population estimate .

GMU 20B moose population estimates, 2001-2006
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Proposal 131 — GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:

*Reauthorize antlerless hunts by drawing permit in
central portion of Unit 20B (Sept 1-30; up to 300
permitsy

*Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a
calf or cow accompanied by a calf”’ (Central Unit
20B hunts only)

RATIONALE:

*Moose population in central Unit 20B at high
density and increasing

*Hunts aimed at slowing population growth
*Provide additional hunting opportunity
*Potentially reduce road kill in Fairbanks area

8000 -

Population estimate

Central GMU 20B moose population trend, 2001-2005

10000

i

6000 -

4000 -

2000 -

0 b e - )
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

34



Moose fall composition counts and estimated
population size in central GMU 20B, 2001-2005

Regulatory Bulls: Yearlings: Calves: Population size
100 100
year Cows 100Cows® Cows Moose/mi? {90% ClI) SCF=1.2
2001 27 13 34 1.00 4005 (£25%) 4806
2003 26 21 35 1.00 3883 (£39%) 4660
2004 33 22 48 1.40 5276 (£41%) 6331
2005 26 28 40 1.50 5881 (118%) 7057
Broomed Index
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Moose density stratum
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Annual reported moose roadkill in GMU 20B
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Central Unit 20B Antlerless Hunt

« 2006:
- Issued 200 permits
— 22 (11%) permits went unused
— 178 hunters harvested 101 antlerless moose
— 57% success rate
« 2007:
— Issued 200 permits
— 33 (17%) permits went unused
— 167 hunters harvested 83 antlerless moose
- 50% success rate

Proposal 131 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

*Reauthorize antlerless hunts by drawing permit in
Fairbanks MA of Unit 20B (Sept 1-Nov 27; up to 150
permits)

‘Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a
calf or cow accompanied by a calf’ (Central Unit
20B hunts only)

RATIONALE:

*Moose population in central Unit 20B at high
density and increasing

*Hunts aimed at slowing population growth
*Provide additional hunting opportunity
Potentially reduce road kill in Fairbanks area
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Fairbanks MA moose population estimates and trend , 2001-2005
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Number

Harvest in relation to number of permits issued in Fairbanks
MA antlerless hunt DM788, 1996-2007
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Proposal 131 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
*Reauthorize antlerless hunt in Minto Flats MA

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Staff proposal

RATIONALE:

*Moose populations in central GMU 20B at high
densities and increasing

*Slow population growth
*Provide additional hunting opportunity
*Potentially reduce road kill in Fairbanks area

RO A
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Location of Minto Flats MA

Unit 20B-Remainder

Moose - General Hunt
Residents and Nonresidents - Harvast Ticket Required

-

Unit 208-Remainder
Moose - 1 Hunt
HJINT AREA  Rentainter of Urvt 208.

Minto Flats MA moose population estimates and trend, 1999-2005
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Proportion broomed over broomed plu

Broomed Index

20BMnto Fats  20A Central 20A East 20A Ferry/H- 19D East 20A Yanert 25D West

L/Mbody
Area

Proposal 131 — GMU 20B Moose MFMA

‘Harvest 50-60 cow moose annually
*Annual harvest rate of cows < 2.0%
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Proposal 131 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
-Reauthorize antlerless hunts in Fairbanks area and
Minto Flats MA

«Change antlerless bag limit to “may not shoot a calf or cow
accompanied by a calf” (Central Unit 20B hunts only)

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Staff proposal

RATIONALE:

Moose populations in central GMU 20B at high densities and
were increasing

Slow population growth
Provide additional hunting opportunity
+Potentially reduce road kill in Fairbanks area

Proposal 24 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL: Reinstate the TM785 permit
hunt in the Minto Flats MA

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:

*This is an allocation issue

-Annual harvest of ~150 moose exceeds ANS of 20-40
.Current estimated annual harvestable surplus 180 moose (@
6% harvest rate)

*Bifurcate hunt

—Limited registration hunt (~200 permits): “any moose” Sept 1-
25 and Jan 10-Feb 28

—General season: SF50/4 BT Sept 11-25 season
«Distribution of permits had been highly contentious issue
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Proposal 24 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.: Reinstate the TM785 permit hunt in the
Minto Flats MA

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:
+This is an allocation issue
*Annual harvest of ~150 moose

*Current estimated annual harvestable surplus 180 moose (@ 6%
harvest rate)

*ANS of 20-40
*Bifurcated hunt

—Limited registration hunt (~200 permits): “any moose” Sept 1-
25 and Jan 10-Feb 28

-General season: SF50/4 BT Sept 11-25 season
«Distribution of permits had been highly contentious issue

Proposal 24 - Location of Minto Flats MA

Unit 20B-Remainder
M nt

R - U U 1

Unit 208-Remainder
Moose - Goneral Hunt
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Proposal 24 - Detail of Minto Flats MA

Unit 208-Minto Flats MA

s oose - General Hunt
Residents - Harvest licket evuired _Nonresidents

- No Open Seeson
ree e .

Linét 208-Miru Plats Munagemait Ares
Nuose - Genmral Hunt
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Minto Flats MA moose population estimates and trend, 1999-2006
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Number

| oBulls

u Did not hunt

, } & Unsuccessful hunters§

Tier Il permits by residence, MFMA, 1993 - 2003

_Minto and Nenana
- 2%

other 208 /

Registration permits by residency, MFMA,
fall 2004 - spring 2008

other state
residents AN
10% Minto and
b ~ Nenana
33%

residents -

57%

46



Number

Permits received by Minto and Nenana residents, Tier 1l (1993-
2003) and Registration (2004-2007) hunts

Proposal 24 - GMU 20B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL: Reinstate the TM785 permit
hunt in the Minto Flats MA

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:

+This is an allocation issue

«Annual harvest of ~150 moose

Current estimated annual harvestable surplus 180 moose (@
6% harvest rate)

*ANS of 20-40

+Bifurcated hunt

_Limited registration hunt (~200 permits): “any moose” Sept 1-
25 and Jan 10-Feb 28

—General season: SF50/4 BT Sept 11-25 season
-Distribution of permits had been highly contentious issue
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Proposal 25 - GMUs 20A, B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:

*Eliminate the antlerless hunts in Units 20A
and 20B

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: TAKE
NO ACTION

RATIONALE: See staff proposals 130 and
131.

Proposal 27 - GMUs 20A, B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

*Eliminate the antlerless hunts in Units 20A
and 20B

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: TAKE
NO ACTION

RATIONALE: See staff proposals 130 and
131.
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Proposal 28 — GMUs 20A, B Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

Eliminate the antlerless hunts in Units 20A
and 20B

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: TAKE
NO ACTION

RATIONALE: See staff proposals 130 and
131.

Proposal 36 - GMUs 20A, B, D Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

-Eliminate the antlerless hunts in Units 20A,
20B and 20D

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: TAKE
NO ACTION

RATIONALE: See staff proposals 130, 131
and 135.
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Proposal 19 - GMU 20 Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
-Shift seasons to open later in GMUs 20AB,C.D.Eand F

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT ADOPT

RATIONALE:

*Unit 20 is a large, geographically diverse area
*Season dates vary considerably across the unit
*Many factors considered when setting season dates

*Moving season dates back based only on apparent changing
weather patterns while ignoring other factors may raise other
biological or allocative issues

Unlt 20 \‘,' . Game Manag Unite / Spocial Manag Araag
Fairbanks - Central Tanana TR 5% eses dema B e ot e ] e Boarsenien
" me,:,u L orel by = - e SevBense |
) . o) Yoy o
Region 3 i Py s m: reve ::‘
. o egm odason
[P SR e B b
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Proposal 19 — GMU 20 Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
-Move moose seasons back in GMUs 20A,B,C,D,E and F

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT ADOPT

RATIONALE:

+Unit 20 is a large, geographically diverse area
Season dates vary considerably across the unit.
Many factors considered when setting season dates.

Moving season dates back based only on apparent changing
weather patterns while ignoring other factors may raise other
biological or allocative issues.

*This proposal would be better addressed at regional or
statewide level at a later date.

Proposal 29 and 34

+EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Move moose season later due to warming weather
+DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Take No Action

*RATIONALE:
«Proposal 19 covers this issue for a broader geographic area




Proposals 30, 31, 32, 3

Jand 3
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Proposals 30, 31, 32,33 and 39

[
O
O

Proposal 30

+EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Establish a late archery season (Sept 16-30) in all of Unit
20B

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

*RATIONALE:
+This is an issue of allocation between user groups.

+The proposal intent is to alleviate overcrowding in the FMA
«FMA is not intended to be a high quality, low competition hunt

+Areas adjacent to FMA already have 111 consecutive days of bowhunting
opportunity

+20B currently has seasons through the 25t in Minto flats and through the 30"
on the Chena and Salcha.

+Adopting the proposal will not address the issue stated in the proposal but it
may dilute effort in the FMA
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Proposal 39

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Establish a late archery season (Sept 1-30) in all of Unit
20B

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Take No Action

*RATIONALE:
*Proposal 30

Proposal 31

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Shorten the archery bull season in the FMA from 37
days to 10.

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

*RATIONALE:
*This is an issue of allocation between user groups.

*The proposal intent is to alleviate overcrowding in the FMA and reduce moose-
vehicle collisions

*FMA is not intended to be a high quality, low competition hunt

*Adopting the proposal would reduce the season by 73%, and will not address
the issue stated in the proposal

SO, ——
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Proposal 32

+EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Make a borough-wide cow permit hunt in 20B Sept 1-15,
that turns into late archery season (Sept 16-30) for cow moose.

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

*RATIONALE:

*This is an issue of allocation between user groups.
+The proposal intent is to alleviate overcrowding in the FMA
<FMA is not intended to be a high quality, low competition hunt

«Much of southwestern Unit 20A had 188 days of bowhunting-only seasons in
2007

+Adopting the proposal will not address the issue stated in the proposal

«The borough boundary would be difficult for hunters and law enforcement to
follow because it is not easily identifiable in the field.

+Already cow hunts by drawing permit in the same area with good boundaries
within which archery is allowed.

Proposal 32

‘EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Make a borough-wide cow permit hunt in 20B Sept 1-15,
that turns into late archery season (Sept 16-30) for cow moose. ‘

sDEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

{3 =tesi Bowetary
L Famteoke Mgrt Aes [
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Proposal 33

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Restrict winner of drawing permits for moose within the
FMA to only hunt in the FMA

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

*RATIONALE:
*This is an issue of allocation between user groups.

*Proposal is vague, but intent might be to decrease the number of permit
applicants for the FMA antlerless hunt

*Taking away the freedom to hunt moose statewide for a regulatory year is
unprecedented.

*The proposal would likely reduce the number of applicants, but is unlikely to
increase the number of moose taken

*In 2007, 150 permit holders reported taking 42 moose

Proposal 23 - GMU 20 Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:
*Eliminate the spike-fork season in GMUs 20A,B, and D

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT ADOPT

RATIONALE:

*No biological reason to eliminate harvest of spike-fork bulls
*SHS, which include spike-fork component, proven
management tool for regulating bull harvests and recovering
and/or maintaining desired bull:cow ratios

*Proven highly effective in Unit 20A

*Hunter harvest of yearlint?s tends to be more compensatory,
increasing sustained yiel

LRS-
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Proposal 23 — GMU 20 Moose

e S ]

| Observed proportions of spike-forked (S-F) and
| palmated yearling bull moose in surveys
‘ conducted in 20A, 1999-2001 !

Percent

S-F Pamed | S-F Pamed | S-F
20A 20A excluding FTMA and YCUA
FTMA® and YCUA®

bYanert Controlled Use Area

®Ferry Trail Management Area
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Proposal 23 - GMU 20 Moose

Antler spread (inches) of moose harvested in Unit 20A, J
1996-2005 |
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Proposal 23— éMU 20Moose

Antler spread (inches) of moose observed during
November surveys in Unit 20A, 2002-2006
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Proposal 23- GMU 20 Moose

z Bull: cow ratios and estumated harvest of bull |
moose in Unit 20A, 1996-2005

OBJECTIVE

Proposal 23— GMU 20 Moose

Bull: cow ratios and hunter partlclpatlon in Unit |
20A, 1996-2005 |

BULLS:100 COWS
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Proposal 23— GMU 20 Moose

Bull:cow ratios prior to and after implementation of
selective harvest strategy (SHS) in Unit 20A, 1999-2005

I’ CONFIDENCE INTERVALS = +/- 90%

BULLS:100 COWS
8

Proposal 23— GMU 20 Moose

Buil:cow ratios and reported harvest of bull moose in Unit 20A, 1990-2006
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Simulated bull:cow ratios with and
without antlerless harvests, 2002-2005

| —e—With Antierless Harvests _s— Without Antlerless Harvests|

P ]

Proposal 23 - GMU 20 Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
*Eliminate the spike-fork season in GMUs 20A,B, and D

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT ADOPT

RATIONALE:

*No biological reason to eliminate harvest of spike-fork bulls
*SHS, which include spike-fork component, proven
management tool for regulating bull harvests and recovering
and/or maintaining desired bull:cow ratios

Proven highly effective in Unit 20A

*Hunter harvest of yearlin(?s tends to be more compensatory,
increasing sustained yiel
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Proposal 26 — GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:

-Modify antler restrictions to spike-fork/36”
3 brow tines in Unit 20A

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO
NOT ADOPT

Opposed by Fairbanks and Middle Nenana
River Advisory Committees

Proposal 26 — GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

-SF/36” strategy inconsistent with
statewide SF/50” SHS

Predict overharvest of bulls

+Attract more hunters to Unit 20A
resulting in additional hunter and land
use conflicts

-Current SHS with additional drawing
permit hunts for “any bull” more
effective management strategy
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General Harvest

Resident Bag Limits
for Moose 2007-2008

S one Bull

"7 Spike/Fork or 50" or Brow Tine Restrictions

Tier it Only

Proposal 26 - GMU 20A Moose
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Proposal 26 — GMU 20A Moose

Antler spread (inches) of moose observed during
November surveys in Unit 20A, 2002-2006
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Proposal 26 - GMU 20A Moose
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Estimated proportions of bull moose in 20A stratified
by antler class and brow tine configuration
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Bull:cow ratios and reported harvest of bull moose in Unit 20A, 1990-2006
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Proposal 26 — GMU 20A Moose

Number of Hunters

Reported ATV use by hunters in the vicinity of the
Rex Trail, Unit 20A, 1996-2006

®3/4 Wheeler
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Proposal 26 —- GMU 20A Moose

Reported general season and permit hunt
harvestof bull moose in Unit 20A, 1991-2007
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Proposal 26 — GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

*SF/36” strategy inconsistent with
statewide SF/50” SHS

*Predict overharvest of bulls

Attract more hunters to Unit 20A
resulting in additional hunter and land
use conflicts

*Current SHS with additional drawing
permit hunts for “any bull” effective
Mmanagement strategy

Proposal 108 - GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

*Modify Unit 20A predation control plan for
caribou to include moose

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT
ADOPT

Opposed by Middle Nenana AC
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Proposal 108 - GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

-Unit 20A predator control plan addresses the
decline of the Delta caribou herd

«implementation would lead to moose
population growth in the absence of liberal
antlerless harvests

Future of antlerless moose hunts is uncertain
*Without liberal antlerless hunts, moose
numbers would increase risking further
declines in nutritional status and habitat
quality of the moose population

Thus, implementing predator control plan at
this time not recommended

oose

e

Proposal 108 - GMU 20A M

7A Deita Cariou Herd Rangs
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GMU 20A moose population trend, 1956-2007
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Proposal 108 - GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

+Unit 20A predator control plan addresses the
decline of the Delta caribou herd

«Implementation would lead to moose
population growth in the absence of liberal
antlerless harvests

«Future of antlerless moose hunts is uncertain

Without liberal antlerless hunts, moose
numbers would increase risking further

declines in nutritional status and habitat
quality of the moose population

*Thus, implementing predator control plan at
this time not recommended

Proposal 109 - GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:

Increase Intensive Management moose
population objective for Unit 20A

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT
ADOPT
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Proposal 109 — GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

*The moose population has been reduced from
an estimated 17,000 -18,000 moose in 2003 to
14,500 moose in 2007, and we predict the 2008
population to be 13,000- 14,000 moose.

*At this lower population level, we have not yet
detected improvements in the nutritional
status of the moose population.

*The Department proposes to reduce harvest
rates in 2008 in order to stabilize the
population at 13,000-14,000 moose, while
continuing to monitor nutritional status and
obtaining public input concerning population
and harvest objectives.

GMU 20A moose population trend, 1956-2007
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No recent improvement
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Prehunt population and harvest trends by sex in Unit 20A, 1963-2008
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Proposal 109 - GMU 20A Moose

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

‘Increase Intensive Management moose
population objective for Unit 20A

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT
ADOPT

B F—
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Proposal 109 — GMU 20A Moose

RATIONALE:

The moose population has been reduced from
an estimated 17,000 -18,000 moose in 2003 to
14,500 moose in 2007, and we predict the 2008
population to be 13,000- 14,000 moose.

«At this lower population level, we have not yet
detected improvements in the nutritional
status of the moose population.

The Department proposes to reduce harvest
rates in 2008 in order to stabilize the
population at 13,000-14,000 moose, while
continuing to monitor nutritional status and
obtaining public input concerning population
and harvest objectives.

Proposal 109 - GMU 20A Moo‘se

2007

1M Harvest Objective

Reported harvest of moose by sex in Unit 20A, 1990-
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Proposal 110 - GMU 20A Delta Caribou
Herd Predator Control Plan

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

‘Implement the predator control plan for
the Delta caribou herd

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: DO NOT
ADOPT

Opposed by Middle Nenana AC

Proposal 110 — GMU 20A Caribou

RATIONALE:

‘Would lead to moose population growth in the
absence of liberal antlerless harvests

*Future of antlerless hunts is uncertain

*Without liberal antlerless hunts, moose
numbers would increase risking further

declines in nutritional status and habitat
quality of the moose population

*Thus, implementing predator control plan at
this time not recommended
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Fairbanks Area Caribou Herds
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Population size and harvest, Delta Caribou Herd,
1983-2004

Above average snowfall years
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Reported wolf hafVesf, including predator control
take, GMU 20A, 1975-2006
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Proposal 110 - GMU 20A Caribou

RATIONALE:

-Would lead to moose population growth in the
absence of liberal antlerless harvests

«Future of antlerless hunts is uncertain

«Without liberal antlerless hunts, moose
numbers would increase risking further

declines in nutritional status and habitat
quality of the moose population

Thus, implementing predator control plan at
this time not recommended
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Proposal 89 — GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

‘Modify dates of closure for Wood River Controlled
Use Area from Aug 1 - Sept 30 to Aug 1 - Aug 31

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:
*This is an allocation/user conflict issue
*Fairbanks & Middie Nenana ACs oppose

*Moose harvest objectives can be met more effectively
with extended antlerless moose season

‘Exacerbate damage to Rex Trail

Controlled Use Areas GMU 20A

s i e o i ARSI
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Location of the Wood River CUA in
relation to moose hunt zones
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GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt

zone, antlerless moose hunt RM764, 2004-2007
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Proposal 89 - GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

Reported ATV use by hunters in the vicinity of the
Rex Trail, Unit 20A, 1996-2006 !
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Proposal 89 — GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

-Modify dates of closure for Wood River Controlled
Use Area from Aug 1 - Sept 30 to Aug 1 — Aug 31

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:
This is an allocation/user conflict issue
Fairbanks & Middle Nenana ACs oppose

‘Moose harvest objectives can be met more effectively
with extended antlerless moose season

-Exacerbate damage to Rex Trail
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Proposal 90 — GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:
‘Eliminate Wood River Controlled Use Area

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:
*This is an allocation/user conflict issue
* Fairbanks & Middle Nenana ACs oppose

‘Moose harvest objectives can be met more
effectively with extended antlerless moose
season

*Exacerbate damage to Rex Trail

Controlled Use Areas GMU 20A
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Location of the Wood River CUA in
relation to moose hunt zones
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GMU 20A harvest density by UCU and hunt
zone, antlerless moose hunt RM764, 2004-2007
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Proposal 90 - GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

Rex Trail, Unit 20A, 1996-2006
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Proposal 90 —- GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL.:
-Eliminate Wood River Controlled Use Area

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE:
-This is an allocation/user conflict issue
« Fairbanks & Middle Nenana ACs oppose

-Moose harvest objectives can be met more
effectively with extended antlerless moose
season

-Exacerbate damage to Rex Trail
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Proposal 38 — GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

Establish Delta Creek Controlied Use Area
in Unit 20A

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE: This is a user conflict and land
management issue

Opposed by Delta AC
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Proposal 38 - GMU 20A Controlled Use Area

EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL:

«Establish Delta Creek Controlled Use Area
in Unit 20A

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: NO
RECOMMENDATION

RATIONALE: This is a user conflict and land
management issue

Opposed by Delta AC
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Proposal 91 and 92

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Reinstate Nenana Controlled use area and/or stop
airboat traffic on the Kantishna river

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

*RATIONALE:
*Allocation issue
*Existed 1996 — 2004
*2419 mi?
*Outside the Fairbanks nonsubsistence area
*Established to reduce conflicts between airboating moose hunters and other
moose hunters
*Was closed to airboats September 1-25 for moose hunters
*Did not restrict airboat use on major 20C rivers after 1998
*Controversial

Proposal 91 and 92

Mean 14

Mean 6
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Proposal 91 and 92

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Reinstate Nenana Controlled

use area and/or stop
airboat traffic on the Kantishna river

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: No Recommendation

Proposal 18

*EFFECT OF PROPOSAL: Close lynx trapping season in November in Unit 20F

*DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION: Do Not Adopt

*RATIONALE:
*5% of harvest is in November while other seasons are open

s e ——
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